Bultum Academy
Cell Phone or Electronic Personal Device Policy

Adopted: 02-21-2025

I. Purpose

This policy establishes guidelines for student possession and use of cell phones and other personal
electronic devices within the school environment. The policy aims to maintain an optimal learning
environment while recognizing the role of technology in students' lives.

II. General Statement of the Policy

This policy applies to all students enrolled in Bultum Academy during school hours, on school property,
and during school-sponsored activities. It is the policy of the Bultum Academy board to improve
academic performance and support student mental health. This policy limits the use of personal electronic
devices to enhance academic performance and create a better learning environment. Research has shown
that these devices can be a significant source of distraction, leading to lower academic performance.
Studies have found that students who frequently use their devices in class tend to have poorer grades, and
that multitasking with cell phones and other electronic devices negatively affects information retention
and understanding. Furthermore, studies of effective teaching have shown that both teachers and students
recognize the disruptive nature of personal electronic devices in the classroom. Beyond academic impacts,
excessive use of personal electronic devices can contribute to mental health issues, including increased
anxiety, stress, social isolation, and depression. Restricting these devices has been shown to improve both
relationships and the learning environment by promoting more face-to-face interactions among students.

II1. Definitions

a. Cell Phone: Any mobile device capable of making calls, sending messages, accessing the internet, or
running applications

b. Personal Device: Any device worn by a student that is capable of making calls, sending messages,
accessing the internet, or running applications

c. School Hours: The official start and end times of the school day d. Academic Time: Any period during
which instruction, assessment, or structured learning activities occur



IV. Possession and Permission Requirements
a. Cell phones and other electronic personal devices are not typically permitted at school

b. Students requiring a phone or an electronic personal device for safety reasons must obtain explicit
permission through the school's exception process

c. Parents/guardians must complete and sign the "Student Cell Phone/ Electronic Personal Device
Permission Form" to request an exception

d. Approved students must: 1. Leave the phone or electronic personal device in the front office upon
arrival and retrieve it at day's end 2. Keep the phone or electronic personal device in backpack or pocket
during school transportation

e. The school assumes no responsibility for investigating lost or stolen devices

f. Failure to comply with these conditions will result in revocation of permission

V. Severe Violations

a. Immediate confiscation

b. Parent/guardian conference

c. Possible suspension

d. Potential law enforcement referral

VI. Appeals Process

a. Written appeal to executive director within 5 school days
b. Decision within 10 school days

VII. Special Circumstances Accommodations

a. Students with documented medical needs or IEP/504 requirements may receive modified restrictions
b. Requests must be submitted in writing and approved by administration

VIII. Emergency Situations

a. Normal restrictions may be lifted during school emergencies
b. Students must follow staff instructions regarding device use during emergencies



	  

