BULTUM ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
Driver Seat Belt Use Policy
Effective Date: 05-23-2025

Purpose

To ensure the safety of drivers and student passengers, Bultum Academy Charter School enforces a strict
seat belt use policy in compliance with Minnesota state law and best practices in school transportation.

Scope

This policy applies to all drivers operating school-owned, leased, or contracted vehicles on behalf of
Bultum Academy Charter School.

Policy Statement

1. Mandatory Seat Belt Use

o Drivers must wear seat belts at all times while operating any vehicle on behalf of Bultum
Academy.

o Seat belts must be properly fastened before the vehicle is in motion and remain fastened
until the vehicle is fully stopped and parked.

2. Student Passenger Responsibility

o  While the primary responsibility for wearing seat belts rests with the passengers, drivers
are required to ensure that all student passengers are seated and properly restrained before
the vehicle is in motion, where seat belts are available.

o Drivers must report any repeated non-compliance by students to school administration.

3. Vehicle Inspection and Functionality

o Drivers are responsible for performing pre-trip inspections to ensure that all seat belts are
functional.

o Any damaged or inoperative seat belts must be reported immediately, and the vehicle
must not be used until repairs are made.
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4. Disciplinary Action

o Failure to comply with this policy may result in disciplinary action, up to and including
termination of employment or contract.

o Repeated violations will be documented and reported to school administrators and the
transportation coordinator.

Compliance

This policy aligns with Minnesota Statutes § 169.686 and applicable federal motor vehicle safety
standards. All transportation vendors and drivers must acknowledge and adhere to this policy as a
condition of service.

Acknowledgment

All drivers must sign an acknowledgment form indicating they have received, read, and agree to abide by
the seat belt use policy before beginning service.

Driver Name:

Driver Signature:

Date:
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