BULTUM ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
Distracted Driving Policy
Effective Date: 05-23-25

Purpose

To protect the safety of students, staff, and the community by eliminating distracted driving behaviors
among school drivers and those contracted to provide student transportation services.

Scope

This policy applies to all drivers operating vehicles for Bultum Academy Charter School, including
employees, volunteers, and contractors.

Policy Statement

1. Definition of Distracted Driving
Distracted driving includes any activity that diverts attention from driving, including but not
limited to:
o Using a cell phone or other electronic device for calling, texting, or browsing
o Eating or drinking while driving

o  Adjusting GPS, radios, or other in-vehicle devices

o Engaging in intense conversations or other behaviors that take attention away from safe
driving

2. Handheld Device Use Prohibited

o Drivers are strictly prohibited from using handheld mobile phones or electronic devices
while operating a moving vehicle.

o Hands-free devices may be used only if they do not interfere with the driver’s ability to
operate the vehicle safely and are allowed under Minnesota state law.



3. Texting and Social Media Ban

o Texting, emailing, or using social media while driving is strictly prohibited, even at stop
signs or in traffic.

4. GPS and Navigation
o All GPS or routing devices must be programmed before the trip begins.

o If adjustments are needed mid-route, the vehicle must be pulled over and parked in a safe
location before doing so.

5. Emergencies

o If a driver must make or receive an urgent phone call, the vehicle must be safely pulled
over and parked before engaging in the conversation.

6. Disciplinary Action

o Any driver found in violation of this policy will be subject to disciplinary action, which
may include retraining, suspension, or termination of employment or contract.

o Incidents may also be reported to insurance providers and regulatory authorities.

Compliance

This policy aligns with Minnesota’s hands-free law (Minn. Stat. § 169.475) and supports a culture of
safety and responsibility in school transportation.

Acknowledgment

All drivers must sign an acknowledgment form confirming that they have received, read, and agree to
comply with this policy prior to providing transportation services for Bultum Academy Charter School.

Driver Name:

Driver Signature:

Date:
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